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Today’s objectives 

Learning 

•What is it 
exactly? 

Student-Centered 
Learning  

• Active and 
collaborative role  

Identity 

•Characteristics, 
social relations, 
roles and group 
membership  

Funds of 
Knowledge 

•Abilities, skills, 
ideas, practices 
and ways of 
knowing  



Before we begin . . . the relationship between learning and teaching 

Before discussing student funds of knowledge it 
is important that we first focus our discussion 
on what learning is.  
 
Why?  
 
Because “any set of learning principles is 
predicated on a definition of learning.”  
 
Can student funds of knowledge help learning? 
 



So what exactly is learning? 

Learning “is a change in 
knowledge attributable to 
experience.” 

“Learning is not something 
done to students, but rather 
something students 
themselves do. “ 

“Learning is a process, not a 
product.” 

“Learning involves change in 
knowledge, beliefs, behaviors, 
or attitudes. This change 
unfolds over time.” 

Susan A. Ambrose et al. How Learning Works: 
Seven Research-Based Principles for Smart 
Teaching 



Student-centered learning – first step towards funds of knowledge 
“Student-centered learning environments focus on enriching and extending learning through a variety of 
perspectives, resources, and representations.”  
 
To give students an active and collaborative role in the learning process. 
  

History 140 Topic - Education Dual Channels Transfer – Funds of Knowledge 

 
Concept introduced. 

 
Visual material facilitation. 

 
Connect to student prior experience. 

 
 
 
 
Medieval European cathedral school education 
and classroom structure. 
 
 
 
 



Faculty identity – second step towards funds of knowledge 

Identity (personal and social) is the “set of 
traits and characteristics, social relations, roles 
and group membership that define who one is.” 
 
An individual’s identity impacts how one 
perceives and mediates the world and their 
place in that world. 
 
 Identity will undoubtedly impact what 
curricular and pedagogical approaches one 
takes in the classroom. 



Student identity – third step towards funds of knowledge 

A student’s identity will impact how they 
perceive and approach learning in the 
classroom. 
 
How can we get to know student identities? 
 
How can knowing these identities help forge an 
inclusive learning environment. 

Identity Wheel Google - Students 

Identity Wheel Activity 

Identity Wheel Google Form - Copy 

https://forms.gle/BbimBaap28b1UNn26
https://forms.gle/BbimBaap28b1UNn26
https://docs.google.com/forms/u/0/d/1JNTJCDicKDdXHfXgmh5sEzTZ9aI-B4RuQlu5N54pyTY/copy


Student funds of knowledge – we are there! 

Along with identity, individuals also possess 
funds of knowledge, “skills, abilities, ideas, 
practices and ways of knowing accumulated 
and internalized from everyday life.” 
 
Funds of knowledge are acquired through an 
individual’s historical interaction with their 
family life, culture and community.  
 
Learning what funds of knowledge students 
bring to the classroom, along with identity, can 
facilitate structuring a student-centered 
learning environment. 

Funds of 
Knowledge 

Ability and 
Skills 

Ideas 

Cultural 
Wealth 

Ways of 
knowing 
Seeing 



Student funds of knowledge – student assignment example 1 



Student funds of knowledge – student assignment example 1 continued 



Student funds of knowledge – student assignment example 2.1  

Have students reflect on what makes up their 
identity and fill out the online anonymous 
identity form (take home activity). 
 
Students through activity explore if their identity 
grants them societal/cultural advantages or if it 
produces societal/cultural disadvantages at El 
Camino College. 
 
Students also explore how they maybe perceived 
because of their identity and how their identity 
shapes how they perceive the world around them. 

Identity Wheel Completed by Students at Home 

Identity Wheel Assignment Completed by Students 

https://forms.gle/BbimBaap28b1UNn26
http://eccser.org/sea/teach/3fundsofknowledge1.pdf


Student funds of knowledge – student assignment example 2.2 

Next, in class have students revisit the factors that 
shape social power and explore if identity plays a 
role in its construction. 
 
Students explore institutionalized hierarchies from a 
historical perspective. 
 
Students provided examples of institutionalized 
hierarchies in the past and examples of 
institutionalized hierarchies in their present day 
communities. 
 
Students explore the possibility of dismantling 
institutionalized hierarchies and its consequence. 

Assignment Completed by Students 

http://eccser.org/sea/teach/3fundsofknowledge2.pdf


Student funds of knowledge – theme-based curriculum 3 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj3i7PC9cDiAhVNT98KHTqLCDsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://dwomlink.info/different-races-of-people-holding-hands.html&psig=AOvVaw2FtFLplKb5f2t9gV1w-RKS&ust=1559225427695661
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